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Homework Policy

Gaelscoil na gCeithre Maol

Homework is the work that a child is asked to complete outside of school hours. 

The reasons and aims of homework are as follows:

1. To develop and encourage independence. 

2. To re-enforce what the child learns during the day.

3. To collect extra information/material relating to a particular topic/subject.

4. To provide a link between teacher and parent. 

5. To give parents an opportunity to become involved in their child’s learning and education.  
6. To prepare the child for a lifetime of learning.  

7. Homework is meant to be achievable by a child, i.e. it provides an opportunity to practice work already done.  The teacher in class normally prepares it. However, sometimes with senior classes, some homework is designed to challenge children’s ability and provide opportunity for creativity.

One of the main principles in the revised curriculum is that the child is an active agent in his/her own learning.  Homework has an important role in fulfilling this principle.

Who gives homework to the children?

· Class Teacher

· Learning Support Teacher sometimes

When is homework given to children?

· Homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays but not on Fridays.  

There are two exceptions:

1.  If homework has been neglected during the week. 

2. In senior classes some project work is undertaken at weekends.

· Sometimes at the discretion of the class teacher or the principal, children are given “homework off” as a treat or as acknowledgment of some special occasion. 

· Please note extra homework may be given during the week or at the weekend if a child has not done homework, made a suitable effort or presented untidy work.

Junior Infants

Junior Infants will not receive formal homework for the month of September.  From October the children will receive formal homework.  As part of the Irish pre-reading programme in the junior infant class, the children will collect a bank of words from school and practice them at home with their parents.  They will practice the letters in the Irish alphabet through written and oral activities.  There will be times when the children are asked to practice their numbers also through written and oral activities. 

There will be times when they are asked to bring in  different items from home, eg, pictures, leaves, etc.  Junior Infants will not receive formal homework at weekends.

Senior infants

Senior infants will receive approx. 15 minutes of homework each night from September to June.  Depending on the class teacher, there will be some English Reading, Irish Reading, Writing and Maths activities.  There will be a strong emphasis on oral homework – letter sounds and pronunciation.  Shared Reading (English Reading Programme for parents & children) will also take place.  There will be times when the children are asked to bring in items from home eg. Pictures, leaves, etc.  Senior Infants will not receive formal homework during the weekend.

First, Second and Third Classes 

First, Second and Third Classes will receive formal homework from September to June.  They will receive Irish and English Reading, Irish and English Writing, Irish and English Spellings, Maths activities and Tables.  Sometimes the children will be asked to do some extra work at home if a project is being completed at school, eg, cut out pictures.  

The guideline for a timeframe is a follows:
· 5 minutes for 1st class,  
· 35 minutes for 2nd class  
· 40 – 45 minutes for 3rd & 4th  class on average.   
They will not receive formal homework during the weekends.

Fifth and sixth class 

Fifth and sixth class will receive formal homework each night.  Homework is given to the children to re-enforce the work covered in school, to promote a child’s concentration skills, work ethic and independence.  They will receive Irish and English spellings and tables each night.  It is advised that all children write out their spellings each night to help retain them.  There will be work based on school activities in all subject areas also given and also work in preparation for class projects.  

The timeframe for homework is approx. as follows; 60-70

minutes for 5th & 6th class. 
General

Children from Senior Infants to sixth class will write their homework in their homework journal each day.

Parents are asked to sign their children’s homework journal each night writing their name and the time it took their child to complete the homework.  If homework is taking longer than the time mentioned above, put an end to it and write a note explaining the reason for the uncompleted homework to the class teacher.  Remember, if homework is a stressful experience between parent and child on a regular basis, something is wrong.  This leads to poor learning and defeats the whole purpose.

The class teacher will check, test and correct all homework.

All homework will be worthwhile from an educational point of view.

The class teacher will consider and plan carefully for any child’s learning difficulties regarding homework.

The class teacher will envisage that all homework will be fully completed in a neat fashion.

If homework arrives to class incomplete and without a written explanatory note from the parent/guardian, the teacher will write a note to the parent in his/her homework journal.  If it happens continually the principal will be informed.

